
 1

Let the Good Times Roll 

Rev. James Van Schaick 

Pound Ridge Community Church 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

January 20, 2019 

John 2:1-11 

 
 
Today we continue our journey through the season of Epiphany.  In past weeks I 
have been talking about the meaning of Epiphany.  In our secular language, we’ve 
come to call any awakening of understanding an “epiphany” – like finding out that 
Darth Vader was Luke Skywalker’s father.  But as we’ve been talking about the 
last two weeks, the realization that Epiphany offers us is both far more 
complicated and infinitely more important.  This season marks the beginning of our 
exploration of the mystery of God’s self-revelation to humankind. 
 
Of course, one of the ways that God is revealed in the Scriptures is through the 
medium of the miracle.  Jesus performed many during his life and ministry.  Most 
of us also have a particular mental image of a miracle.  A miracle is a reversal of 
natural powers; something that’s not supposed to happen.  But it’s more than that. 
There’s a certain scale, a kind of theatrical grandeur, that the word “miracle” 
conjures up for us.  We expect miracles to be big.  When God used Moses to part 
the waters of the Red Sea, now that was a miracle.   
 
And if we read about a miracle in the gospel of John, we might have even bigger 
expectations because of the way John presents Jesus.    The other gospels often 
give us a picture of Jesus’ humanity, but not John.  John acknowledges that Jesus 
was human, but John’s focus is on his Godhood.  In John we don’t need to wade 
through birth narratives, stories of doves appearing at baptisms, or parables to 
figure out who Jesus is.  John tells us who Jesus, “the Word of God,” is, in his very 
first sentence:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.” (John 1:1)  So if John thinks something Jesus did is important 
enough to tell us about, we can bet that whatever it is will be a pretty spectacular 
scene. 
 
So, the story starts off at a wedding – a pretty unremarkable event.  The banquet 
is referred to by John simply as “a marriage.”  We don’t know the names of the 
bride and groom, or their relationships to Jesus’ family.  John doesn’t tell us why it 
was that Jesus, his mother (who is always referred to only as “the mother of 
Jesus”), and the disciples even ended up being there. 
 
So we can only wonder why it is that when the wine runs out, Mary has a special 
interest in taking care of the situation.  In a fashion typical of mothers, all she does 
is point out the problem, but she is really saying that she wants her son to do 
something about it.  For his part, Jesus does not hide his lack of interest, or his 

aggravation with his mother.  He says, "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" 
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(John 2:4)  But Mary is determined that Jesus should fix the problem.  Seeming 
almost to ignore her son, Mary turns to the servants and instructs them to “do 
whatever he tells you to do.” 
 
And so, they did.  Jesus tells the servants to fill six large stone jars with water, and 
then instructs the steward of the feast to draw some out.  The steward finds that 
the water has become the finest wine.  Now, I don’t know about you, but with all 
my high expectations, I find myself thinking, “Is that it?”  It all seems like a sort of 
magic trick, doesn’t it?  I mean, we can understand most of Jesus’ miracles if we 
think about the kind of world he came to proclaim.  Jesus cast out demons, healed 
the sick, restored sight to the blind, and fed thousands with a few loaves and 
fishes.  But why this?  Why is God concerning himself with turning water into wine 
at wedding reception, even if it is really, really good wine? 
 
To understand the importance of this event, we need to think a little about exactly 
what a miracle is, and why Jesus did them.  There actually is no word for “miracle” 
in the common Greek of the New Testament.  The writers of the Synoptic gospels 
(the name we apply collectively to the gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke), all use the term dunamis.  This word may sound vaguely familiar to you.  
It’s the origin of English words such as “dynamic,” and it literally means “mighty 
works.”  John, on the other hand, never uses this word.  His special term for 
miracle was semeion, meaning “sign.”  In John’s gospel account, Jesus performs 
seven of these signs, the first being the changing of water to wine that we read 
about this morning.   
 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke never actually say why Jesus preformed miracles.  
We’re left to figure that out for ourselves.  And the reason we might think of first is 
simply to do extraordinary good.  He helped people by his miracles.  He healed 
people who were sick, fed people who were hungry, and assisted people who 
were in trouble; people in serious need.  This might also have been the effect of 
the signs in John’s gospel, but John is very explicit about why Jesus does what he 
does.  Jesus performs the signs so that people without faith will believe in him.  
They are done to bear witness to the truth of Jesus’ divinity, and they are a means 
of instilling faith in those who see them.  John wrote about them to instill faith in 
those who heard about them.  
 
Jesus tells the people in the 10th chapter of John, “…even if you do not believe 
me, believe the miracles, that you may learn and understand that the Father is in 
me, and I in the Father.” (John 10:38)   This is exactly what happens at the 
wedding feast.  John says of the changing of the water to wine that “[Jesus] thus 
revealed his glory, and the disciples put their faith in him.” (John 2:11) 
 
So if that is what Jesus is trying to do, it would seem that just about anything 
miraculous would do for a sign.  But I get back to my original question: Why make 
wine for a party?  Beyond the obvious problems with the appearance that Jesus is 
encouraging binge drinking, it all just seems sort of shallow.  The answer, I think, 
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lies in the fact that the “signs” of John’s gospel also reveal the nature of God to us 
symbolically, just like Jesus’ parables and stories.  The wine is a symbol for 
something else, something deeper.  Jesus’ signs use everyday things, the 
mundane and material, to point us towards a higher spiritual message.  Jesus’ 
“signs” are intended to orient our lives to the glory of God in Christ by pointing us 
toward a greater truth. 
 
Jesus starts with six huge stone water jars of the kind used by the Jews for 
ceremonial washing.  Each of these impressive containers held 30 gallons of 
water.  We know that these jars were standing empty, because the first thing 
Christ does is to instruct to the servants is to fill them.  And the point symbolically 
is that the faith of God’s people had become as dry and useless as those empty 
stone jars.  Jesus needed to fill them, but he would do it in a new and completely 
astonishing way.  And what else might you expect from the God who chose to be 
born in a stable in Bethlehem, so that he could fill us with his presence? 
 
The scale on which Jesus responds is perhaps the most outrageous thing in this 
whole outrageous miracle.  He doesn’t just make wine.  He makes an ocean of 
wine.  He makes a ridiculous excess of wine – he makes enough to keep the party 
going for months.  He fills the jars to overflowing with gallons and gallons and 
gallons of new wine that was clear, and fragrant, and refreshing – in fact, far 
superior to anything that the master of the feast and the partygoers had 
encountered before.   
 
This apparent over-reaction on Jesus’ part is the meaning of the sign in this 
seemingly trivial act of turning water into wine – lots and lots of wine.  When we 
have a need, when we feel like our spirits are dry and empty, that’s when the one 
who said, “I came that they may have life, and have it to the full,” (John 10:10) 
promises to respond with abundance.  But not just with abundance, but richly, 
lavishly, with excess, and more beyond that.  That’s how God pours out his love 
and grace on us.  And like the wine that was so much better than the wine before 
it, every blessing will be better than the last.  What Christ was announcing at that 
feast in Cana was that for those who believe, the best is always yet to come.  This 
is a story about hope. 
 
Unfortunately, that’s still a hard message for some of us to believe, isn’t it?  We’re 
living in a time when lots of people have difficulty looking to the future with hope.  
Our country is wracked by division, facing problems like global terrorism that seem 
to have no solution.  Some people are still very concerned about an uncertain 
economic future.  Some have recently lost people they love, or are struggling with 
serious illnesses.  There are people here who are in places in their lives where 
they understandably hear talk about God’s abundance as just so much talk. 
 
And if that’s you, you are exactly the one to whom Jesus is speaking today.  
Jesus’ first sign of turning water into wine wasn’t done to give more to people who 
already had everything.  He was providing for people who in the midst of living 
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their lives suddenly found that they were running on empty – that they had run out 
of what they needed to celebrate life.  And the God Jesus revealed to us at the 
wedding feast is one that we can trust for creative solutions to the problems of life.  
It’s a God who takes everyday things and turns them into gifts.  And Christ is still 
present with us as he was in Cana.  He’s still performing miracles; still giving us 
signs of God’s abiding love and care – that we might still believe.  
 
This story of the wedding feast at Cana gives also gives us a practical plan for 
finding a way forward in difficult times.  We might try it ourselves.  It’s there in 
today’s gospel lesson, in four steps.  The people go to Christ in their emptiness.  
They do just what he asks them to do.  They bring him what they have.  And he 
uses it to give them what they need. 
 


